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C M Y K

Who said image isn’t everything? Jazzin’ it up
with Mobius

COMING SOONWHAT’S ON

JAMMIN’: Lively Up Yourself and get down to
the Guild Theatre for a full-length tribute show
by the Centrestage All Star Band to reggae
legend Bob Marley. The show features former Dr
Victor and the Rasta Rebels lead singer Melvyn
Matthews and runs from today, August 28 until
Friday, August 31. Tickets are R95 and can be
booked on 043 743 0704.

ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS

D ON’T miss Mobius in full swing
this Wednesday night, August
29, at Smokey Swallows in Vin-

cent. With Andrea Jonker-Bryce on vo-
cals, the awesome duo of Andrew Bryce
and Michael Malan on keyboards, Janine
Lochrenberg with some mellow bass
moves and the fun-loving John van der
Merwe swingin’ on drums, this five-piece
has been playing gigs in the East London
area for a year.

Passionate about all things jazz, Mo-
bius offers up a great menu of stan-
dards, smooth sounds and more modern
tunes to complete a versatile and nos-
talgic meal of music that will satisfy the
soul.

Kick back to tunes like Misty, G e o rg i a
On My Mind and Cry Me A River, then
kick up your heels with numbers like All
Of Me and How High The Moon, the
more funky Midnight At The Oasis and
East Of The Sun.

Booking is essential on 043 727 1349,
and entry costs R30 per person. Feel
free to ask for special requests when
yo u book.

W h at : Jazz with Mobius
Where: Smokey Swallows, Vincent
When: Wednesday, August 29
Time: 7.30pm
How much: R30
Contact: Smokey Swallows, 043 727 1349

By BONITA BONI

A S a child, image consultant Chata
Romano already displayed the
first signs of a talent that would

change not just hers but thousands of wo-
men’s lives as well.

“It started one day when I was around
five or six years old. I was standing out-
side ‘helping’ my father wash his car. I
saw our neighbour walking across the
road, and said to my father, ‘That lady
looks much thinner than she did yes-
terday’. My father responded by saying
she couldn’t have lost weight
overnight, but somehow at
that age I already saw what
she was wearing made her
look thinner. This struck a
chord in me.”

Today Romano’s style so-
lutions are an inspiration to
women around the world
who find themselves in an

image rut. She is the au-
thor of four style books, founder of

a successful business and a
public speaker who has em-
powered women from all
walks of life.

Holding on to her fasci-
nation for fashion and
what they did for one’s
confidence, the young Ro-
mano would look through
her friends’ mothers’
closets selecting clothes
for the mothers.

“Back then I used to
charge a few cents,”
she laughs.

Speaking in a clear
and bubbly voice
over the phone from
Cape Town, Romano

has an infectious
energy that even
a bout of flu has
not dulled. As a

young woman she
used money she

had made from her
hobby to enrol in a de-

sign college in Durban. How-
ever an incident with a lec-
turer cut her stay short.

“We were given a project
where we had to design a
range using Paris couture
as inspiration. I based my
designs on what I had
learnt from my clients,
most of whom are not
wealthy. Not liking my
interpretation he tore up
my designs and said I

didn’t have a clue, and that I would never
amount to anything. I was shaken but I
told him that he had done me the biggest
favour, took my little bag and walked out.

“Years later, after my first book was
published, I sent him a copy and inside
was a copy of my bank balance and a
note that said ‘I don’t know if you re-
member me but you were wrong; I have
made something of myself’.

“He’s still teaching there and every
time I have a new book published I send
him another copy with my latest bank
balance,” she recounts.

But how did she manage to
turn what started as a child-
hood hobby into a successful
business? Without missing a
beat she admits she couldn’t
have done it without the sup-
port of her husband Avri,
whom she married at age 22.

“He recognised my desire
to start my own business.
But he suggested I gain some

experience first. So I started out as a
fashion buyer for Woolworths.

“Some years later we put a business
plan together and I presented it to my
bank manager, who turned me down.

“Then we tried the Small Business De-
velopment Corporation, and they also
turned me down.”

Undeterred, she continued to set up
meetings with a number of companies,
with no luck. However a show of faith
changed that. “I got home one evening
and Avri presented me with a cheque.
Without telling me, he had sold his house

so I could fulfil my dream, and we have
never looked back. Not a day in our mar-
riage goes by that I don’t appreciate his
absolute faith in me.”

His belief in her talent has spawned a
business that covers four countries –
South Africa, the UK, US and Australia,
where she is now based.

Today Romano gives women the same
opportunity by training them to become
certified Chata Romano consultants.

And having felt the brunt of poor
teaching, Romano ensures she never
does the same to her aspiring consul-
tants. “I hand-pick and train all my con-
sultants personally. And I begin the
course by telling them my experience
with the lecturer. Some of the consultants
have experience in the industry, but
many have simply gone through the frus-
trations of finding the right look them-
selves,” she says.

Romano admits her clients – who come
from all walks of life – prefer a consultant
who does not look like a magazine model.

“It’s intimidating if the consultant looks
flawless, which makes it difficult for a
client to relate,” she says.

A charming woman, Romano has a
startling passion for her work.

Romano will be hosting a workshop in
East London at the Blue Lagoon Hotel &
Conference Centre on September 18. Cha-
ta will analyse your face shape, preview
your 16 best hair colours and skin tone.

Contact Michelle Nelson on 043 727 0781
(work) or 084 410 9197. For a Chata Ro-
mano consultation contact Loanda
Blewett on 082 456 6176.

CHATA ROMANO

‘At that age I
already saw what
she was wearing
made her look
thinner ...’

– Chata Romano

Camilla pulls out of Diana service
CAMILLA pulled out of Friday’s memorial
service to Princess Diana – after becoming
the victim of a PR disaster.

Heads could roll after advisers told her
to go – only for her to withdraw at the last
minute due to thousands of hate letters.

It is feared the aides’ blunder has set her
back five years in her bid to capture the
hearts of the public.

Speeding Brit cops it again
TEARFUL Britney Spears got a ticking off
from armed police after being pulled up for
sp e e d i n g .

Cops gave the troubled star – out with
two of her male dancers in Las Vegas – a
10-minute lecture in her Mercedes, then let
her off.

Earlier, Spears, 25, was visited by animal
welfare officers over claims her Yorkie pup
has not had proper care for a broken leg.

Owen Wilson in suicide bid
OWEN Wilson has been rushed to hospital
following a suspected suicide attempt.

The star was taken to Los Angeles’
Cedars-Sinai Hospital shortly after midday
on Sunday.

Santa Monica police issued a statement
saying officers responded to a “medical
assistance call” at a house on the actor’s
st r e e t .

“The person was transported to a local
hospital where they are being treated.”

The National Enquirer claims the hos-
pitalisation followed an attempt by the star
to take his own life.

Jim Carreys for Jen
JIM Carrey has had plenty of women in his
life, but it looks like this one is for keeps.

The twice-married funnyman looked like
he couldn’t get enough of lover Jenny Mc-
Carthy on holiday in Hawaii.

The pair went for romantic strolls and
even made time for a bit of a cuddle as
they paddled in the ocean. Carrey and Mc-
Carthy, who has also dabbled in comedy,
have been together for two years now.

Wentz I fall in love
FALL Out Boy frontman Pete Wentz is
being honest for the first time in his re-
lationship history after falling for Ashlee
S i mp s o n .

Previous partnerships saw the r o c ke r
impatient with his squeezes and untrust-

worthy in his behaviour. But now he be-
lieves he’s met his match with gorgeous
Simpson. He said: “This is the first re-
lationship I’ve been in when I’ve been hon-
est with the person. There’s something
that has to be said for two people who are
doing something creative.”

Keith Floyd in Thailand collapse
BOOZY celebrity chef Keith Floyd was
rushed to hospital in Thailand after col-
lapsing in his restaurant.

The TV cook, 63, was holding a glass of
wine when he fell off his seat on Saturday
night. Witnesses at Floyd’s Brasserie in
Phuket feared he may have had a heart
attack or stroke.

He was released from hospital yesterday.
— © The Sun, London


